
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 5, 2010 
Title:  Despair or Hope – which will it be?  The Historical Context for the Book of Ruth 
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: The context in which the Story plays out creates within the people of God a 

yearning for His return.  He is working and He does win.  Emphasis is placed on 
the relentless pursuit of Satan’s seed to destroy the seed promise and the even 
greater force of God in fulfilling His Word. 

 
Introduction:  
Today we note the utter chaos and anarchy of the period in Israel’s history called, “The 
Judges”.  The period of the Judges is a direct assault once more by the serpent’s seed to stop 
the promise of Genesis 3:15.  During this time the people of God collectively were rejecting 
promise and living for sensory stimulation.  Unfortunately, such periods pock human 
existence.   
 
The setting of the first eighteen verses is Moab, a region northeast of the Dead Sea. The 
Moabites, descendants of Lot, worship Chemosh and other pagan gods. Scripture records two 
times when they fight against Israel (see Judg. 3:12–30; 1 Sam. 14:47). Ruth takes place about 
two centuries after the first war and approximately eighty years before the record. Ruth 1:1 
gives the setting of the remainder of the book: “Now it came to pass, in the days when the 
judges ruled.” This is a time of apostasy, warfare, decline, violence, moral decay, and anarchy. 
Ruth provides a cameo of the other side of the story—the godly remnant who remain true to 
the laws of God.  
http://lockportalliance.org/LiftedUp/Introduction%20Ruth.pdf 

 
Ruth does site its setting with the time of the Judges (“when the judges judged” 1:1), and 
probably occurred toward the end of the period: 
1. This probably was not when Ehud led Israel out from under the Moabite oppression 
(Judges 3) 
2. This may well have been during the later portion of the book of judges--especially since 
the genealogy is only three generations before David6 
3. The time when the “judges judged” is also the time when two other accounts from the 
Bethlehem Trilogy occurred (e.g., Micah and the Levite [Judg. 17--18], and the Levite and His 
Concubine [Judg. 19--21]); The Book of Ruth is the third work of the trilogy7 
 
Even though all three accounts concern Bethlehem-Ephraim, the first two accounts focus 
upon the flawed ancestors of Samson and Saul respectively; the third account is meant to 
focus upon the loyal ancestors of David!  http://bible.org/article/introduction-book-ruth 

 
The historical setting of Ruth during the time of the Judges (1:1), and the book was 
probably 
completed (perhaps by Samuel) during the reign of King David, who is mentioned in 4:22. 
It refers to the sandal custom as a custom of former times (4:7). The story could have been 
transmitted orally for many years before being written down. The book of Ruth gives an 
accurate account of the customs prevailing during the time of judges. The famine could 
have been the one which occurred during the time of Gideon (Judges 6:2-6, 11), when food 
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was scarce during the siege by the Midianites. It would have been natural for a Jewish 
family to take refuge in Moab during such a famine and for Jewish people to marry local 
inhabitants (1:3-5), even though God had prohibited such marriages. David, being 
descended from Ruth, a Moabitess, later took refuge with the King of Moab when Saul was 
pursuing him (1 Sam 22:3-5). http://julianspriggs.com/ruth.aspx 

 
The Storyline: 
The purpose of Ruth is to show the preservation of God’s promise to provide a seed who is the 
Story’s Hero. 
 
The Problem: 
We drown in the forgotten and uneventful.  Tragedy often keeps us from seeing the larger 
Story. 
 
Outline: 
The events take place during the book of Judges.  "The action recorded in the narrative took 
place during the period of the Book of Judges (Ruth 1:1).  Those days were the dark ages of 
Israel's history.  The period of the Judges was marked by weak faith and irresponsible 
conduct."   (BKC, NT, 415).   
 
"The book of Ruth shows a different side to this (i.e. Judges) period, no doubt included to 
provide some relief to the otherwise almost completely bad situation."  (Shaw's Pocket Bible 
Handbook, 174) 
 

• Entering the Promise Land (1405) 

• Rahab (Joshua 1) 

– Plus 25 years = 1392 

• Othniel  1367 (Judges 3:9) 

– Minus 

• Samson  d1055 (Judges 16) 

– Equals 

• Total  312 Years 
 
Ruth falls inside the context of Rahab and Samson.  At the end of Judges there are three 
appendices.  Each speaks to the larger context of the entire period. 
 

• Micah’s Idolatry (Judges 17, 18) 

•  A Levites Concubine (Judges 19-21) 

• The Book of Ruth 

– These events are descriptive of the whole.  No matter how awful the period 
might be in which we live, God is always moving His promise to crush the 
serpent’s head forward, and thus redeem His people from sin and adopting them 
into His family. 

– Emphasis is placed on the relentless pursuit of Satan’s seed to destroy the seed 
promise and the even greater force of God in fulfilling His Word. 
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Within the book there are six colors used to paint the picture of complete anarchy.  I would 
like us to consider these six elements for the purpose of placing the movement within the 
Storyline in its correct context. 
 

I. The Assault by the Serpent’s Seed 
 

A. There was Decay Morally (Judges 17:6; 21:25). 
 
“In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes” 
(Judges 17:6). 
 
“In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes” 
(Judges 21:25). 
 
“There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death” (Prov. 14:12; see 
also Prov. 16:25). 
 
“A man of violence entices his neighbor and leads him in a way that is not good” (Prov. 16:29). 
 
The stories of Micah’ idolatry with the tribe of Dan and the Levite’s concubine stress the utter 
breakdown of moral fiber within the community.  The days depicted in the flood narrative 
(Gen. 6-9), with Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19), the Second Advent (Luke 17:26, 27) and the 
days of Ruth are no different than the days in which we live.  Friend we are living in morally 
vile times. 
 

B. There was Decay Militarily (Jud. 5:8; 1 Sam. 13:22). 
 
6 “In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, In the days of Jael, the highways were deserted, 
And travelers went by roundabout ways. 7 The peasantry ceased, they ceased in Israel, Until I, 
Deborah, arose, Until I arose, a mother in Israel. 8 New gods were chosen; then war was in the 
gates. Not a shield or a spear was seen Among forty thousand in Israel” (Judges 5:6-8). 
 
19 “Now no blacksmith could be found in all the land of Israel, for the Philistines said, 
‘Otherwise the Hebrews will make swords or spears.’ 20 So all Israel went down to the 
Philistines, each to sharpen his plowshare, his mattock, his axe, and his hoe. 21 The charge 
was two-thirds of a shekel for the plowshares, the mattocks, the forks, and the axes, and to fix 
the hoes. 22 So it came about on the day of battle that neither sword nor spear was found in 
the hands of any of the people who were with Saul and Jonathan, but they were found with 
Saul and his son Jonathan” (1 Sam. 13:19-22). 
 
Militarily they were at the mercy of the surrounding nations.  They lived in captivity even 
though they were in the land of promise. 
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C. There was Decay Socially (Jud. 5:6) 
 
“In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, In the days of Jael, the highways were deserted, 
And travelers went by roundabout ways” (Judges 5:6). 
 
People were afraid to be out in the open lest they become the victims of unscrupulous people. 
 

D. There was Decay Politically (Judges 5:8; 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25). 
 
“New gods were chosen; Then war was in the gates. Not a shield or a spear was seen among 
forty thousand in Israel” (Judges 5:8). 
 
“In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes” 
(Judges 17:6). 
 
“In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes” 
(Judges 21:25). 
 
“In those days there was no king of Israel; and in those days the tribe of the Danites was 
seeking an inheritance for themselves to live in, for until that day an inheritance had not been 
allotted to them as a possession among the tribes of Israel” (Judges 18:1). 
 
“Now it came about in those days, when there was no king in Israel, that there was a certain 
Levite staying in the remote part of the hill country of Ephraim, who took a concubine for 
himself from Bethlehem in Judah” (Judges 19:1). 
 
Only the strong survived and the weak were eaten.  They lived by the simple code: “Might 
makes Right.”  Travesty and terror reigned. 
 

E. There was Decay Economically (Judges 6:4; Ruth 1:1). 
 
1 “Then the sons of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD gave them 
into the hands of Midian seven years. 2 The power of Midian prevailed against Israel. Because 
of Midian the sons of Israel made for themselves the dens which were in the mountains and 
the caves and the strongholds. 3 For it was when Israel had sown, that the Midianites would 
come up with the Amalekites and the sons of the east and go against them. 4 So they would 
camp against them and destroy the produce of the earth as far as Gaza, and leave no 
sustenance in Israel as well as no sheep, ox, or donkey. 5 For they would come up with their 
livestock and their tents, they would come in like locusts for number, both they and their 
camels were innumerable; and they came into the land to devastate it. 6 So Israel was 
brought very low because of Midian, and the sons of Israel cried to the LORD” (Judges 6:1-
6). 
 
“Now it came about in the days when the judges governed, that there was a famine in the 
land. And a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the land of Moab with his 
wife and his two sons” (Ruth 1:1). 
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F. There was Decay Religiously (Judges 2:11-19; 5:8). 

 
11 “Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals, 12 and they 
forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
and followed other gods from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and 
bowed themselves down to them; thus they provoked the LORD to anger. 13 So they forsook 
the LORD and served Baal and the Ashtaroth. . . 17 Yet they did not listen to their judges, for 
they played the harlot after other gods and bowed themselves down to them. They turned 
aside quickly from the way in which their fathers had walked in obeying the commandments 
of the LORD; they did not do as their fathers. 19 But it came about when the judge died, that 
they would turn back and act more corruptly than their fathers, in following other gods to 
serve them and bow down to them; they did not abandon their practices or their stubborn 
ways” (Judges 2:11-13, 17-19). 
 
“New gods were chosen; Then war was in the gates. Not a shield or a spear was seen among 
forty thousand in Israel” (Judges 5:8). 
 
Israel was idolatrous and they forgot the seed promise.  They lived in and under the sway of 
the serpent and his seed.  If ever there was a time when it would appear the promise failed, it 
was then.  It is against this backdrop we read the Book of Ruth. 
 

II. The Guarantee by the Woman’s Seed 
 

Yet woven into all of this is a constant theme of promises made and kept.  God uses various 
images to speak of this promise.  Consider the following passages.  All of them speak to this 
promise to provide a seed from the woman who will crush the serpent’s head. 
 

“I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, 
A scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And 
tear down all the sons of Sheth” (Num. 24:17). 
 
1 “For seven women will take hold of one man in that day, saying, ‘We will eat our own 
bread and wear our own clothes, only let us be called by your name; take away our 
reproach!’ 2 In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and 
the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel. 3 

It will come about that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called 
holy--everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem. 4 When the Lord has washed away 
the filth of the daughters of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her 
midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning, 5 then the LORD will create 
over the whole area of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, even 
smoke, and the brightness of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a 
canopy. 6 There will be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and refuge and 
protection from the storm and the rain” (Isa. 4:1-6). 
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1 “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will 
bear fruit. 10 Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will 

stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. . . 11 Then it 
will happen on that day that the Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand 
The remnant of His people, who will remain, From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, 
Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands of the sea. 12 And He will lift up a 
standard for the nations And assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will gather the 
dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth. 13 Then the jealousy of Ephraim 
will depart, and those who harass Judah will be cut off; Ephraim will not be jealous of 
Judah, And Judah will not harass Ephraim” (Isa. 11:1, 11-13). 
 
1 “Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 
revealed? 2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of 
parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, 
Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him” (Isa. 53:1, 2). 
 
“Then say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, "Behold, a man whose name is 
Branch, for He will branch out from where He is; and He will build the temple of the 
LORD"’” (Zech. 6:12). 
 
78 “Because of the tender mercy of our God, With which the Sunrise from on high will 
visit us, 79 TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW 
OF DEATH, To guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 1:78, 79). 
 
“So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention 
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in 
your hearts” (2 Pet. 1:19). 
 
“and one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals’” 
(Rev. 5:5). 
 
“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the 
root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star” (Rev. 22:16). 

 
Now let us place all of this within the historical context of Judges.  The Book of Judges takes 
great strides to show the deplorable condition to which the nation had sunk.  For over 300 
hundred years they forgot the promise and lived according to the world, the flesh and the 
devil.  It was deplorable.  Yet in the midst of all this, God had a believing remnant.  He would 
show Himself mighty in the keeping of His promise to provide a seed from the woman who 
would conquer and reign over the serpent’s seed.  Embedded in all of the decay there is a 
constant stream of hope rippling forward.  There is a star, a branch, a root, an insignia, a 
standard to which the hope is fixed on and focused and whereby the hopeful are identified.  In 
all of the twists and turns Ruth is identified along with Boaz as those who were hope-filled.   
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It is impossible to know just how deeply they clung to the promise.  We do not know how 
profound the faith of Judah or Tamar or Perez or Salmon or Boaz was.  Yet we do know that 
despite His people, God was working His promise. 
 
Within the darkness of this moment a star stilled shined, a root still broke forth, the morning 
star still rose and hope continued to live.  As such, the story contained within the book of Ruth 
is to be contrasted with the disgraceful debacle of Micah’s idolatry and Dan’s anarchy (Judges 
17, 18) and the gruesome travesty of the Levite priest, his concubine and the tribe of Benjamin 
(Judges 19-21).  Ruth and Boaz picture the believing remnant that clung to the seed promise.   
 
Just as, so also, today the times in which we live are just as horrific as then.  Yet God still has a 
believing remnant that clings to the seed promise.  Just as He has come, He will come; Even so 
come Lord Jesus, Amen. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Now, the times in which we live are marked by the serpent’s assault against the 
woman’s seed. 

2. Do not lose heart. 
3. Look for His Second Advent.  Live with longing and hope. 

 


